On test

‘We hadn’t appreciated
just how much more
fun messing about in
boats can be when you
don’t have to worry
about collisions’

INCREDIBLE
INFLATABLES
BORED OF YOUR RUN-OF-THE-MILL, INFLATABLE
DINGHY? JAKE FRITH LOOKS AT SOME MORE EXCITING
WAYS OF GETTING TO AND FROM THE SHORE

uring a long cruise,
especially with young
family aboard, it can be
a challenge keeping
everyone occupied in
an anchorage once the
excitement of the day’s passage has
drawn to a close.
A standard inflatable is only so
much fun for exploring upstream
under oars and it’s frankly sociopathic
to blast up and down under outboard,
or worse, let children do so once the
sun has approached the yardarm. So
with fingers crossed for an Indian
summer, we decided to take a closer
look at some inflatable vessels that
you could hide down the quarter
berth of the average family cruiser.
To what extent are these tenders
though? Well, looking at the diverse
collection of boats and boards we
assembled on the beach at Netley, it’s
clear that comparing their use purely
as tenders would be a distinctly
one-sided battle. That’s because the
DinghyGo is the only one specifically
designed as a tender, with oars, and
outboard friendly transom.
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Coming in such a
variety of shapes
and sizes, the latest
crop of inflatable
craft tick a lot of
boxes, but could
any of them work
as a tender?

I’ve often wondered though,
whether inflatable tenders as we
know them are the right choice for
everyone. Inflatable kayaks have been
around for years now and some are
pretty efficient and fun to paddle.
They are finding increasing use as
yacht tenders nearly everywhere
except the UK. I’ve also idly
pondered whether an inflatable
stand-up paddleboard could be
pressed into occasional one-man
tender duties, albeit on flat water and
with limited carrying capacity, using
a drybag for cargo.
We kept in the back of our minds
those with larger boats who might
have space for a traditional tender for
more workaday functions, plus one
of these fun craft. That’s our excuse
for testing the planing Tiwal, and
we’re sticking to it!
The real test here is not which of
these craft makes the best tender, but
which of them would hold our
interest for the longest. Which could
offer the most fun, but also deliver on
it for a reasonable period of time?
Read on for the results...
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